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Sustainable	Development	
Investment	Por4olio	(SDIP)	

at	CSIRO	

Ø  SDIP	aims	to	improve	the	
integrated	water	management	
of	water,	energy	and	food	in	
three	major	Himalayan	river	
basins	

Ø  CSIRO	designs	cuAng	edge	
water	models	to	predict	
changing	water	flows	in	these	
water	insecure	regions.	

Ø  A	key	priority	for	SDIP	is	to	
improve	the	livelihoods	of	
women	and	girls	in	these	
regions.	 Image	from	CSIRO	Sustainable	Development	Investment	Por9olio,	accessed	9/02/19.	Available	at:	hFps://research.csiro.au/sdip/about-sdip/	



Image	from	CSIRO	SDIP	Nepal	Team	visit	to	Kamala	Basin.	

Women	in	Development	(WID)	
cri4cised	how	women	were	painted	
as	‘passive’	(water	carriers,	mothers),	
and	did	not	see	the	benefits	of	
development.	Focused	on	increasing	
female	economic	par4cipa4on.	

Gender	and	Development	(GAD)	
developed	from	cri4ques	of	WID	and	
looked	at	women’s	rela4ve	material	
deprava4on	compared	to	men.	Focused	
on	a	social	transforma4on	of	the	spaces	
women	occupy	and	work	in.	



UN Beijing Declara@on


Ø Mainstreaming	presented	as	a	
mechanism,	as	well	as	a	theory.	

Ø About	“mainstreaming	a	gender	
perspecHve	in	all	policies	and	
programs”	

Ø Analyses	the	role	of	gender	in	
the	insFtuFons	implemenFng	
projects,	not	just	gender	in	the	
projects	themselves.	

	

UN	Beijing	Declara4on,	accessed	9/02/18,	available	at:	hKp://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/pdf/BDPfA%20E.pdf	



Difficul@es with gender mainstreaming


Seen	as	good	policy	
prac4ce	instead	of	being	
informed	by	values	or	

theory	as	to	why	gender	
maKers	(generic	policy)	

Implementa4on	is	
bureaucra4c	–	

‘checkbox’	approach	

Inadequate	funding	for	
gender	dimensions	

Language	of	gender	
mainstreaming	can	
become	hollow	

Women	are	the	ones	
who	“do”	gender	–	all	
the	work	falls	to	them.	

Background	Image	from	CSIRO	SDIP,	accessed	9/02/18,	available	at:	hKps://www.csiro.au/en/Research/LWF/Areas/Interna4onal-water/Gender	



Essen@al and Hierarchical Scales
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Scales	are	oken	seen	as:	
	
EssenFal:	Unchangeable,	
unmovable,	exist	independent	of	
human	society;	
	
Hierarchical:	Ordered	in	rela4on	
to	each	other	

Local,	
con4ngent,	
par4cular.	

Universal,	
ra4onal.	



Australian Centre for Interna@onal 
Agricultural Research (ACIAR) 

Gender Research


•  Significant	gender	transforma4on	
over	the	last	two	years.	
•  Values	driven,	tailored	policy	with	
clearly	defined	terminology;	
•  Detailed	plan	on	how	to	engage	and	
work	with	partners	on	gender	
concerns;	
•  Strong	leadership	around	gender.	

• Can	improve	on	thinking	of	how	
men	are	engaged	in	the	process	of	
gender	transforma4on	

Source:	ACIAR	Gender	Equity	Policy	and	Strategy,	accessed	9/02/18,	available	at:	hKp://aciar.gov.au/page/aciar-
gender-equity-policy-and-strategy-2017-2021	



• Why	is	gender	
equality	important	
for	this	project,	
beyond	efficiency?	
• What	are	our	key	
principles	behind	
gender?	
• Do	people	feel	
responsible	for	
speaking	up	about	
gender?	

• Which	actors	claim	
legi4macy	over	the	
scales	we	are	using?	
• What	kind	of	actor	
are	we	in	the	scale	
we	use?	
• Are	there	any	
marginalised	
stakeholders	whom	
we	might	need	to	
amplify?	

Gender	theory	of	
change	

Source:	SDIP	Gender	and	Water	Team	visit	to	Bangladesh,	accessed	9/02/18,	
available	at:	hKps://research.csiro.au/sdip/sdip-research-gender-water-
linkages-northwest-bangladesh-gain-momentum/	

PoliFcs	of	Scale	



Source:	CSIRO	SDIP	Team	visit	to	Pakistan	



“Clear,	 targeted,	 project	 and	 insFtuFon	 specific	 policy	 is	
required	 for	 mainstreaming	 to	 be	 successful.	 This	 requires	
specific,	 personal	 reflecFon	 about	 what	 values	 are	 guiding	
insFtuFons	and	projects,	and	how	this	is	impacFng	our	work.”	
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