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Xperts stress need for effective
groundwater management

Water experts at a workshop on Mon-
day stressed the need for effective
management of groundwater, partic-
ularly in irrigation, so that the coun-
try’s growing farm outputs are not af-
fected in the future, reports UNB.

They said irrigation is a major in-
put in agriculture and about 80 per-
cent of the country’s irrigation wa-
ter comes from underground
sources since farmers are indiscrim-
inately extracting groundwater, put-
ting it at risk.

Australia’s national research
agency CSIRO and Dhaka-based think
tank Institute of Water Modelling
(IWM) jointly arranged the workshop
at a city hotel to launch a research
project.

CSIRO principal research scien-
tist Dr Mohammed Mainuddin said
over 93 percent of agricultural land
in the country’s northwestern region
is being cultivated with groundwater.

About the need for irrigation wa-

ter to grow food grains, he said: “Can
we stop irrigation? We need food...so
we cannot stop irrigation instantly.”

IWM executive director Prof Dr M
Monowar Hossain said a huge vol-
ume of groundwater is being extract-
ed each year in the country for main-
ly irrigation and supply to urban ar-
eas for industrial use.

He said the volume of surface wa-
ter is gradually declining in the
country at an alarming rate, in-
creasing people’s dependence on
groundwater sources.

About the water-food nexus, Prof
Monowar said: “Food security is re-
lated to water security because you
cannot grow food without water.”

Chairman of Barind Multipur-
pose Development Authority (BMDA)
Md Akram Hossain Choudhury said
groundwater management is yet to be
an agenda for farmers or policymak-
ers, but the water recourse must be
conserved for the future generation.

Director general of Water Re-
sources Planning Organisation (WAR-
PO) Md Sarafat Hossain Khan said
about 24 billion cubic metres of water
are being withdrawn for irrigation
from underground every dry season,
which is really a matter of concern.

At the workshop, a new partner-
ship was launched between Aus-
tralia and Bangladesh to study wa-
ter resource management in the
northwest region of Bangladesh,
the most productive cropping region
in the country.

CSIRO will lead the project that
brings together researchers and poli-
cymakers from the two countries to
understand the sustainable level of
water use, particularly groundwater,
for irrigation in the region.

IWM, WARPO, BMDA,
Bangladesh Agricultural University,
and Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Institute will work as partners
in the study project.
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Experts stress on effective
groundwater management

Water experts at a workshop in the capital on
Monday stressed the need for effective
management of groundwater, particularlyin
irrigation, so that the country's growing farm
outputs are not affected in the future, reports
UNB.

They said irrigation is a major input in agri-
culture and about 80 per cent of the country's
irrigation water comes from underground
sources since farmers are indiscriminately
extracting groundwater, putting it at risk.

Australia's national research agency CSIRO
and Dhaka-based think tank Institute of Water
Modelling (TWM) jointly arranged the work-
shop at a hotel to launch a research project.

CSIRO principal research scientist Dr
Mohammed Mainuddin said over 93 percent
of agricultural land in the country's north-
western region is being cultivated with
groundwater. About the need for irrigation
water to grow food grains, he said: “Can we
stop irrigation? We need food...so we cannot
stop irrigation instantly.”

TWM executive director Prof Dr M Monowar
Hossain said a huge volume of groundwater
is being extracted each year in the country for
mainly irrigation and supply to urban areas
for industrial use. He said the volume of
surface water is gradually declining in the
country at an alarming rate, increasing
people’s dependence on groundwater sources.

About the water-food nexus, Prof Monowar
said: “Food security is related to water secu-
rity because you cannot grow food without
water.”

Chairman of Barind Multipurpose
Development Authority (BMDA) Md Akram
Hossain Choudhury said groundwater
managementis yet to be an agenda for farmers
or policymakers, but the water recourse must
be conserved for the future generation.

Director general of Water Resources
Planning Organisation (WARPO) Md Sarafat
Hossain Khan said about 24 billion cubic

metres of water are being withdrawn for irri-
gation from underground every dry season,
which is really a matter of concern.

At the workshop, a new partnership was
launched between Australia and Bangladesh
to study water resource management in the
northwest region of Bangladesh, the most
productive cropping region in the country.

CSIRO will lead the project that brings
together researchers and policymakers from
the two countries to understand the sustain-
able level of water use, particularly ground-
water, for irrigation in the region.

IWM, WARPO, BMDA, Bangladesh
Agricultural University, and Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute will work as
partners in the study project.

The project forms part of Australian govern-
ment's Sustainable Development Investment
Portfolio, funded by the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade.

The northwest region of Bangladesh has
the largest areas of cropping in the country
and is crucial to Bangladesh’s food security,
said Dr Mohammed Mainuddin, the project’s
leader from CSIRO.

“The northwest region is also the region of
greatest concern over falling groundwater
levels, particularly in the Barind area, affect-
ing access to water for drinking and irrigation
in some areas. This project will seek to under-
stand the sustainable level of water use, partic-
ularly groundwater use, for irrigation in the
region,” he said. The project will apply CSIRO's
knowledge and experience in integrated water
resource management to contribute to
improved groundwater management and
agricultural production for the northwest
region.

Researchers will estimate water demand
for current and future cropping scenarios,
and estimate the sustainable limit of water
use in the region by water balance and ground-
water modelling.
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Experts focus on effective
groundwater management

Water experts at a work-
shop stressed on Monday the
need for effective manage-
ment of groundwater, particu-
larly in irrigation, so that the
country's growing farm out-
puts are not affected in the
future, reports UNB.

They said irrigation is a
major input in agriculture and
about 80 per cent of the coun-
try's irrigation water comes
from underground sources
since farmers are indiscrimi-
nately extracting groundwa-
ter, putting it at risk.

Australia's national
research agency CSIRO and
Dhaka-based think tank
Institute of Water Modelling
(IWM) jointly arranged the
workshop at a city hotel to
launch a research project.

CSIRO principal research
scientist Dr Mohammed

Mainuddin said over 93 per
cent of agricultural land in the
country's northwestern region
is being cultivated with
groundwater.

About the need for irriga-
tion water to grow food
grains, he said: "Can we stop
irrigation? We need food...so
we cannot stop irrigation
instantly."

IWM executive director
Prof Dr M Monowar Hossain
said a huge volume of
groundwater is being extract-
ed each year in the country
for mainly irmigation and sup-
ply to urban areas for indus-
trial use.

He said the volume of sur-
face water is gradually declin-
ing in the country at an alarm-
ing rate, increasing people's
dependence on groundwater
sources.
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Effective ground water
management stressed

UNB, Dhaka

Water experts at a workshop here on Monday stressed the
need for effective management of groundwater, particular-
ly in irrigation, so that the country's growing farm outputs
are not affected in the future.

They said, irrigation is a major input in agriculture and
about 80 percent of the country's irrigation water comes
from underground sources since farmers are indiscrimi-
nately extracting groundwater, putting it at risk.

Australia's national research agency CSIRO and Dhaka-
based think tank Institute of Water Modelling (TWM) joint-
ly arranged the workshop at a city hotel to launch a
research project.

CSIRO principal research scientist Dr Mohammed
Mainuddin said over 93 percent of agricultural land in the
country's northwestern region is being cultivated with
groundwater.

About the need for irrigation water to grow food grains,
he said: "Can we stop irrigation? We need food...so we can-
not stop irrigation instantly.” Contd on page-11- Col-4

Effective ground

Cont from page 12

IWM executive director Prof Dr M Monowar Hossain
said a huge volume of groundwater is being extracted each
year in the country for mainly irrigation and supply to
urban areas for industrial use.

He said, the volume of surface water is gradually declin-
ing in the country at an alarming rate, increasing people's
dependence on groundwater sources.

About the water-food nexus, Prof Monowar said: "Food
security is related to water security because you cannot
grow food without water."

Chairman of Barind Multipurpose Development
Authority (BMDA) Md Akram Hossain Choudhury said
groundwater management is yet to be an agenda for farm-
ers or policymakers, but the water recourse must be con-
served for the future generation.

Director General of Water Resources Planning Organisa-
tion (WARPO) Md Sarafat Hossain Khan said about 24 bil-
lion cubic metres of water are being withdrawn for irriga-
tion from underground every dry season, which is really a
matter of concern.

At the workshop, a new parmershicr was launched
between Australia and Bangladesh to study water resource
management in the northwest region of Bangladesh, the
most productive cropping region in the country.

CSIRO will lead the project that brings together
researchers and policymakers from the two countries to
understand the sustainable level of water use, particularly
groundwater, for irrigation in the region.

WM, WARPO, BMDA, Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
versity, and Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute will
work as partners in the study project.

The project forms part of Australian government's Sus-
tainable Development Investment Portfolio, funded by the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

The northwest region of Bangladesh has the largest areas
of cropping in the country and is crucial to Bangladesh's
food security, said Dr Mohammed Mainuddin, the project's
leader from CSIRO.

"The northwest region is also the region of greatest con-
cern over falling groundwater levels, particularly in the
Barind area, affecting access to water for drinking and irri-
gation in some areas.

This project will seek to understand the sustainable level
of water use, particularly groundwater use, for irrigation in
the region," he said.
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