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Although sea turtles face significant pressure from human activities, some populations are recovering
: due to conservation programs, bans on the trade of turtle products, and reductions in bycatch.

. While these trends are encouraging, the status of many populations remains unknown and scientific

i monitorina is needed to inform conservation and manaaement decisions. To address these aaps, this
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Unmanned aerial vehicles for surveying marine fauna: assessing detection probability
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What can drones tell us about turtles?

Behaviour Population Estimates Nest Monitoring
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Don't own a drone? Test the simulator
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(Sykora-Bodie, Bezy et al. 2017)
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(Sykora-Bodie, Bezy et al. 2017)
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(Sykora-Bodie, Bezy et al. 2017)
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(Sykora-Bodie, Bezy et al. 2017)
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What can drones tell us about turtles?

Behaviour

e Turtles can be followed and observed (Es,Ed)

e Access visibility over different bottom types

* Look at residence times on different bottom types

Population Estimates

* Multi look images increase chance of detection
e Automation of image area and availability
 Develop model for population estimation

Nest Monitoring
e Nesting tracks (best early morning)
e Differencing between days
e Tidal Information
* Night time flying with IR camera
outlook
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