
Ben Littlejohn

Department of Environment, Parks and Water Security

Territory Water Plan: 
Government Leadership on Water Efficiency



2

Territory Water Plan
• Aims to deliver water security for all Territorians, now and into the future.

• Water security is having an acceptable quantity and quality of water for people, economic 
opportunities, cultural and environmental needs, now and into the future.

• Four priority areas that reflect the diverse values and uses of water in the Territory.
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Priority Actions
1. New safe drinking water legislation

2. Securing Darwin’s future water supply

3. Improved water security for remote communities

4. Improved water outcomes for homelands

5. Government leadership on water efficiency

6. Placing a value on water

7. Territory voices in water security

8. Enhancing Aboriginal participation in water decisions

9. Understanding the Aboriginal cultural values of water

10. Improved water planning

11. Contemporary water resource management legislation

12. Climate resilience and adaptation for a water secure future

13. Accelerated water science program

14. Ensure water supply and sewerage services meet customer needs

15. Sustainable water supply for energy transition

16. The role of the Office of Water Security
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Why is government water efficiency important?

• Darwin’s water use is ~37 GL/year, 
30% of this is Government water use. 

• Living Water Smart has achieved water 
savings in residential and business 
settings.

• Government needs to do its bit - it is 
the right thing to do.

• Important for

• Future population growth and 
economic development.

• Climate change resilience.
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What’s the plan?

• Water efficiency targets outlined 
in agency–specific water 
efficiency plans.

• Explore policy measures.

• Engage with other NT-based 
government agencies.

• Initial focus on Greater Darwin 
region.
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Early works


